
COMMUNITY NEWS 

I recognise that the Festive Season can be a challenging
time for some in our community, and I wish you a new
year full of better days. You never know what someone
is struggling with, so please be kind this Christmas.

It's been a productive year for us at the District Council
of Grant, marked by significant achievements and
community-focused projects.

Key initiatives included the Airport Master Plan,
developed through extensive consultation with the
community and stakeholders. Another noteable
achievement was the launch of a 3-month trial for 900
households to divert Food Organics and Garden
Organics (FOGO) from landfill, with results informing
future services.

Major wins for the year included the adoption of the
Inner Townships Master Plan, the approval of the 2024-
2034 Strategic Management Plan, the completion of
shared paths funded by the Local Roads and
Community Infrastructure Program, and recognition of
the Council’s financial sustainability by the Essential
Services Commission of South Australia. The
announcement of the offshore windfarm zone
remaining off Western Victoria was also celebrated by
the community.

Looking ahead, 2025 priorities, include implementing
the strategic plans into the budget, advancing the
Saleyards Transformation Project, and continuing
community engagement. Council will consider the Little
Blue Lake / Sinkholes Master Plan during budget
deliberations.

On behalf of Elected Members and Council Staff, I wish
all our residents a very Merry Christmas and all the best
for a safe and happy Festive Season.

Port MacDonnell Christmas
decorations hand crafted by

members of the BayTown Group

December 2024

Council to provide feedback on South Australian
Transport Strategy

The Department for Infrastructure and Transport is
developing a Transport Strategy to shape the future of
transport for the next 30 years. 

At the Ordinary Council Meeting held on Monday 16
December 2024, Council resolved to provide a formal
submission to the South Australia Transport Strategy
consultation, noting particularly that connectivity for
our regions is essential, our population is growing and
changing, community safety is critical and our assets
need to be resilient and appropriately maintained.

Next Council Meeting: 5:30pm Monday 20 January
2025 in the Council Chambers at 324 Commercial
Street West, Mount Gambier.

@districtcouncilofgrant  |  www.dcgrant.sa.gov.au  |  www.yoursaydcg.com.au

Mayor’s Christmas
Message

Visit Council’s website at www.dcgrant.sa.gov.au
for full Council meeting reports and minutes.

DECEMBER 2024

Council Decisions

(08) 8721 0444  |  info@dcgrant.sa.gov.au  | 324 Commercial Street West / PO Box 724, Mount Gambier SA 5290

Flashback

The year seems to have raced
by so quickly and as we
prepare for a busy Festive
Season, now is the time to
reflect and to give thanks. 

In particular to our family and
friends who support us, and
acknowledge the progress
and successes we have made
through the year. 
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2025 Australia Day Citizen of the Year Award
Winners Announced

The District Council of Grant is pleased to
announce the 2025 Australia Day Citizen of the
Year Award recipients. 

A number of high-quality nominations were
received for a range of groups and individuals
demonstrating outstanding contributions
including, but not limited to, long standing
community group committee members and
volunteers, young business owners, fundraisers,
and regional sporting events coordinated by
volunteers.

The 2025 Australia Day Citizen of the Year Award
winners comprise:

Citizen of the Year: Jacqui Doloughan - a
committed and valued volunteer of the
Kongorong community;

Young Citizen of the Year: Jazmin Bingham - a
Youth Minister Advisory Council
representative;

Community Event of the Year: Donovans
Easter Market - a beloved annual community
event; and

Active Citizenship Award: Southern Ocean
Care Committee - a passionate environmental
advocacy group.

OCTOBER 2024

“The Australia Day Citizen of the Year Awards are
a reminder that everyone has the potential to
create positive change to make our community
stronger and more connected. It is important that
our community members are celebrated for their
commitment over the past year and in most cases
over many years of service," Mayor Boston said.

“We are extremely proud of all the individuals and
groups who have been nominated and I hope the
celebration of our dedicated community members
and groups inspires others to contribute positively
to the District Council of Grant.”

Citizen of the Year: Jacqui Doloughan 

For over fourteen years, Jacqui has been a
dedicated volunteer and an integral part of the
Kongorong community serving as the Secretary of
the Kongorong Sportsmen’s Club, and Committee
Member and Canteen Manager for the Southeast
Field and Game Association. 

As part of her commitment to the Kongorong
Sportsmen’s Club, Jacqui was instrumental in
organising the Mid South East Football and
Netball League Grand Final held at the Kongorong
sporting ground in 2024. Jacqui’s additional
selfless efforts have also been highlighted as she
regularly leads dinner efforts at the Club, operates
the Club’s bar facilities and ensures the safety of
club members by driving them home after events.  

Beyond her official duties, Jacqui encourages
interactions between young and old volunteers by
taking the time to mentor young people by
teaching them valuable skills like handling a till,
managing money, and serving customers. By
doing so, Jacqui encourages a culture of teamwork
and supporting the spirit of country sport. 

Deservingly, Jacqui was awarded Kongorong
Sportsmen’s Club’s ‘Club Person of the Year’ in
2021 and is now presented as the District Council
of Grant’s 2025 Australia Day Citizen of the Year
Award winner. 

District Council of Grant Mayor Kylie Boston said
the Awards highlight the passion of our local
communities and how every action, large or small,
can make a significant impact.
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2025 Australia Day Citizen of the Year Award
Winners Announced

Young Citizen of the Year: Jazmin Bingham 

Jazmin is a passionate young person who focusses
her energy on advocating for the preservation of
the natural environment and understanding local
concerns of the community.

As a member of the Youth Minister Advisory
Council, Jazmin represents the views of young
people within the community by sharing ideas
and experiences to shape strategies and youth
policy in South Australia. Jazmin also empowers
others to take action through her role as a Group
Leader and facilitator of the Mount Gambier
Australian Youth Climate Coalition fighting for
climate justice.

Jazmin has continued to demonstrate exceptional
leadership through other volunteering efforts
including with the Youth Environmental Council
where she assisted raising awareness of
endangered Red-Tailed Black Cockatoos through
regional communities.

In recognition of Jazmin’s environmental work, she
recently received the prestigious Muriel Matters
Award at Parliament House and is now awarded
the District Council of Grant’s 2025 Young Citizen
of the Year Award.
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Community Event of the Year: Donovans
Easter Market

For 27 years, the Donovans Recreational Advisory
Committee has hosted its annual Easter Sunday
Market, a valued community event that continues
to grow in popularity. 

The Easter Sunday Market is a family-friendly day
filled with entertainment for all ages. In 2024, the
event attracted approximately 3,500 visitors to the
small town with 64 stalls on offer and a pop-up art
exhibition showcasing over 60 pieces of local
artwork. Other highlights of the 2024 market
included an athletics display, an exciting Easter
egg hunt, and horse and cart rides. 

Following the successful 2024 event, funds raised
from food sales were reinvested back into the
local community supporting a wide range of
initiatives. Organised by the Donovans
Recreational Advisory Committee, the proceeds
helped fund activities such as catering for a local
cricket match, upgrading the community's Post
Office box, providing a free catered Christmas
lunch, and hosting regular Friday night community
get-togethers at the Donovans Community Hall.

The Easter Sunday Market has become a well-
known and highly anticipated event in the district
and brings together local community members as
well as attracting visitors from interstate making
the Donovans Easter Market the deserving winner
of the District Council of Grant’s 2025 Community
Event of the Year. 
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Active Citizenship Award: Southern Ocean Care
Committee

The Southern Ocean Care Committee have been
described as demonstrating active citizenship
through their respectful approach to advocacy,
and dedication to both environmental and
community causes. 

In 2024, the volunteer Committee formed to
passionately back local community and fishing
industry in opposing the Federal Government’s
offshore wind turbine development proposal off
the Port MacDonnell coastline, in the effort to
protect the district’s pristine coastline, marine life,
fishing industry, and tourism. 

Members of the Committee worked tirelessly to
inform and engage the community, emphasising
the importance of united action. Their efforts
included distributing flyers and organising media
opportunities, and over just four weeks, the group
gathered approximately 4,500 signatures on a
petition later presented to Federal Government
representatives. 

The Southern Ocean Care Committee’s
collaborative efforts not only brought attention to
a critical local issue but also inspired the
community to stand together in protecting the
region’s unique natural assets for future
generations, making the Committee the
appropriate winner of the District Council of
Grant’s 2025 Active Citizenship Award.
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2025 Australia Day Citizen of the Year Award
Winners Announced

OCTOBER 2024

All winners will be awarded at a private event on
Australia Day Sunday 26 January 2023. Nominees
will also be invited to attend the event and be
presented a certificate.

Official proceedings from the event will be
livestreamed via the District Council of Grant
Facebook page.

https://www.facebook.com/GrantDistCouncil
https://www.facebook.com/GrantDistCouncil
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Tarpeena Waste Transfer Station closed on
Christmas Day, Wednesday 25 December 2024

Temporary Closure to
Waste Transfer Station 

V
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Christmas StoryTime 

Another special edition of StoryTime was held this
month in the lead up to Christmas. 

Children and parents who visited the Community
Complex on Tuesday 17 December 2024 read
“Christmas? - That’s not Right!” By Candy Bee, sang
and danced to classic Christmas Carols including
“Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer” and “Santa
Claus is Coming to Town”, and made Christmas
themed crafts.

During the session, Mrs Claus made a visit and
provided the children with a goodie bag to take
home.

Please note that StoryTime will not take place on
Tuesday 24 and Tuesday 31 December 2024.
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Port MacDonnell Community Complex Update
Christmas StoryTime and Holiday Craft Program

OCTOBER 2024
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Mount Gambier Regional Airport Update
Airport Master Plan ready for action

The District Council of Grant unveils the final
Mount Gambier Regional Airport Master Plan for
2025 to 2035, marking a significant milestone in
the progression of the region’s aviation industry.

At Council’s recent Ordinary Meeting, the final
Master Plan was presented and subsequently
endorsed for action, commencing in the new year,
following extensive consultation.

District Council of Grant Mayor Kylie Boston
acknowledged the contributions of community
members and aviation stakeholders in the
development of the document.

“Feedback received during the consultation
process confirmed our Master Plan balances the
needs for sustainable regional aviation and
aspirations of our community. We appreciate the
efforts of those who engaged and participated in
this process,” Mayor Boston said.

“We also extend our thanks to members of the
Aviator’s Jury who’s expertise and perspectives
over the past 12 months were extremely valuable
in the initial development of the Master Plan,”

The Aviator’s Jury combined airport tenants,
people will a passion for aviation and aviation
specialists to consider the strengths, weaknesses,
opportunities and threats of the Airport, future
projects and the facility’s overall direction across
two workshops, alongside Elected Members and
Council staff.

“Together, with the collaboration of aviation
professionals and our wider community, we are
confident that this Master Plan will guide the
growth and development of our Airport over the
next decade.”

The Mount Gambier Regional Airport Master Plan
for 2025 to 2035 describes a variety of short-term,
long-term and advocacy projects for Council to
action over the next 10 years.

District Council of Grant Chief Executive Officer
Darryl Whicker explained the key projects stem
from Council’s core strategic document, the
Strategic Plan 2024 – 2034. 

“The Master Plan is our roadmap designed to
ensure the continual improvement, sustainability,
accountability and growth of the Airport and
regional aviation,” My Whicker said.

“The projects developed complement and help
achieve our 5 goals under Community, Economy,
Environment, Infrastructure and Council. These
projects will also ensure that the Airport remains
a key asset for regional travel and connectivity,
while supporting tourism and economic
development well into the future,”

The Mount Gambier Regional Airport Master Plan
2025 – 2035 describes key short-term projects to
achieve in the next 1 to 5 years including, but not
limited to, a small playground, increasing
renewable energy systems, carpark extension and
investment prospectus.

Further long-term projects will be worked towards
over the next 5 to 10 years including various
runway extensions and resurfacing, development
of an onsite commercial precinct and public toilet
refurbishment.

The District Council of Grant will also advocate for
projects such as an airport history and display
trial, flying school and increased tourism
throughout the Limestone Coast in partnership
with key stakeholders.

“Through strategic planning and ongoing
stakeholder engagement we are committed to
delivering a high-quality Airport that meets
environmental, safety and operational standards.”

The final Mount Gambier Regional Master Plan
2025 – 2035 is now available to view on the
District Council of Grant website, along with a
simplified one page summary.

https://www.dcgrant.sa.gov.au/council/policies-by-laws-and-documents/strategiesplans
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Mount Gambier & District Saleyards Update
Are you eID ready?

Mandatory electronic identification (eID) for sheep
and farmed goats is fast approaching and it is
important that South Australian producers
understand how eID will impact them and what
they need to do to prepare.

1 January 2025 is an important date for anyone
who owns sheep or goats – even if they are kept
as pets. All sheep and farmed goats born from
this date will need to be identified with an NLIS-
accredited eID tag before leaving their property of
birth. Older sheep and farmed goats can be
voluntarily eID tagged now but tagging these
animals prior to leaving the property won't be
mandatory until 1 January 2027. 

For many producers the only change will be
changing from a visual tag to an electronic tag. For
producers who bring animals onto property
directly from another property (P2P movements),
there will be a few more things to consider such
as scanning equipment and knowing how to
complete individual animal transfers on the
National Livestock Identification System (NLIS)
database. 

Producers will not need to scan individual eID tags
if buying or selling at a saleyard – this
responsibility will lie with the saleyard operator.
Similarly, producers do not need to scan animals
with eID tags that are consigned to a processor –
this responsibility will lie with the processor.

Producers who carry out P2P movements will
need to consider the need for scanning
equipment in line with South Australia’s
implementation timeline. From 1 January 2025,
producers who conduct P2P movements will need
to be ready to scan sheep and goats with eID tags
and record individual movements on the NLIS
database.

OCTOBER 2024

The State Government has a number of funding
programs in place to help the supply chain
transition to eID.

Producers can take advantage of the eID tag
discount scheme that is available for NLIS-
accredited eID tags aligned to the year-of-birth
colour system. 

The $0.95 discount is applied at the point of sale
and is currently on offer for black (2024) eID tags
purchased up until 31 December 2024, with white
(2025) eID tags available at the discounted price
from 1 January 2025 until 30 June 2025. 

A rebate of 50% up to a cap of $0.95 per tag is
also available for producers who do not follow the
NLIS year-of-birth colour system. The expanded
eID rebate includes all eight colours in the year-of-
birth system and is available for purchases made
between 1 January 2023 and 30 June 2025.

Essential equipment and infrastructure rebates
are open for producers, agents, saleyards and
processors. The producer rebate covers 75% of
the cost of essential equipment for eligible
producers who meet the P2P criteria. The
maximum amount varies and is dependent on the
number of animals moved annually onto a
property directly from another property over the
past three years.

Head to the Department of Primary Industries and
Regions (PIRSA) website to learn more about eID
tags, tagging and scanning dates, rebates and
more: https://pir.sa.gov.au/eid

https://pir.sa.gov.au/eid
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Works around the
district 

DECEMBER 2024

Outdoor Shower at the Woolwash 

A new 2m tall outdoor shower has been installed
at the Woolwash Beach in Port MacDonnell. 

The outdoor shower has both a full shower and
foot wash which both run on a timer at the push
of a button. 

The outdoor shower will serve beach-goers as a
quick and easy way to wash off after having a dip
in the beach, only a 40m walk away. 

Fire Danger Season
Information 
2024 - 2025
The 2024-2025 Fire Danger Season has been
declared for the Lower South East by the Country
Fire Service (CFS) between 1 November 2024 and
30 April 2025.

During the Fire Danger Season, restrictions are
placed on lighting fires for the purpose of
reducing the chances of large fires starting. These
restrictions are escalated when a Total Fire Ban
Day is declared.

More information about the Fire Danger Season
can be found via the CFS website at
www.cfs.sa.gov.au/warnings-restrictions.

Start preparing your home for bushfires today by:

Keeping all gutters clean and free of debris;
Mowing, raking and weeding within 20 metres
of your home;
Pruning shrubs and lower branches of trees;
Having a Bushfire Survival Plan ready and
rehearsed; and
Preparing an Emergency Kit.

More information about how to prepare can be
found via the CFS website at:
www.cfs.sa.gov.au/plan-prepare/.
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Food Organics and Garden Organics
Trial Commencement and Community Consultation

900 District Council of Grant households have
been selected to take part in a free 3-month trial
aimed at diverting Food Organics and Garden
Organics (FOGO) from landfill.

The trial also aims to collect data on the feasibility
of providing an ongoing FOGO service to residents
across the district. 

What is FOGO?

FOGO stands for Food Organics and Garden
Organics.

It covers all the organic waste we usually generate
at home in the kitchen and the garden. Things like
food scraps and grass clippings are obvious,
however it also includes things like greasy
cardboard, shredded paper and dog poo! Refer to
the categories stamped on the lid of your green
FOGO bin, as well as the fact sheet provided in
your information booklet.

What are the benefits of using the FOGO bin?

Landfill is expensive and bad for the environment.

Using a green FOGO bin, food and garden organic
waste can be diverted from red rubbish bins.

reduces your carbon footprint;
saves space in your red bin;
reduces the amount (and cost) of landfill
needed;
creates valuable compost; and
helps create local jobs in the circular economy.

DECEMBER 2024

HAVE YOUR SAY

Trial participants will be asked to provide
feedback both for or against the FOGO trial. 

Other District Council of Grant community
members can also provide feedback / express
their interest in a future FOGO service.

Community consultation will also take place via
Your Say DCG until 5:00pm 28 February 2025. 

Visit Your Say DCG at yoursaydcg.com.au/ to find
out more or scan the QR code at the top right of
this page.

What’s next? 

Council staff will review trial data including
participation rates and load contamination,
volume of waste collection over the trial period
and feedback from community consultation.  
Findings will be presented to Council during the
next budget period and shape a potential service.

WEEK 1
FOGO TRIAL 

WEEK 2
FOGO TRIAL

END FOGO
PILOT 

Green FOGO
bin and yellow
recycling bin

collected

DEC
2

Mon
DEC
9

Mon
FEB
28

Fri

Red rubbish 
bin collected

Red rubbish
bin - final
collection

Monday 2
December 2024

Monday 9
December 2024

Friday 28
February 2025

Key FOGO trial dates
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Leash Up 
for dog’s sake!

Most dog attacks reported to councils happen
when dogs are off-leash. Leashing your dog can
save you, your dog and others a lot of pain and
anguish. 

Any dog can bite if it’s frightened, feels anxious or
threatened. An approaching stranger or another
dog can unsettle a normally passive dog. When
your dog is on a leash, you have a far better
chance of controlling it and avoiding what could
become a distressing or tragic situation.

In South Australia, you must keep your dog on a
leash no longer than 2 metres unless in an area
marked by council signage (some parks and some
beach areas). 

If your dog is off leash in an approved area
marked by signage, it must stay close to you,
within your sight and return to you on the first
call. 

Learn more on the Dog and Cat Management
Board’s website at
dogandcatboard.com.au/dogs/dog-leashing-laws.

Last year, over 500 South Australians were
admitted to hospital for dog bites because even
good dogs have bad days. With some helpful
safety tips, many of these injuries could have been
avoided. Together let’s learn about dog behaviour
and bring this number down. 

From dogs we don’t know to the cuddliest family
pet, any dog has the potential to bite for all sorts
of reasons. So it’s vital we know the situations
when and why dogs bite and how we can interact
with dogs safely. 

Safety tips:
Always supervise children around dogs at
home of in public 
Never enter a dog’s territory, like their bed,
yard or toy box
Never startle a dog
Never touch a dog while it’s eating
Never touch a dog’s puppies without the
owner’s permission 
Never disturb a sleeping dog
Never put your face near a dog’s face 
Teach children to always ask the owner’s
permission before approaching a dog
Dogs can bite when they’re tired, frightened or
annoyed
When approaching a dog, slowly reach to
touch its chest from the side. If it reacts, it’s
time to back off

For more information about dog ownership and 
responsibilities, visit gooddogshavebaddays.com.au 

Dog & Cat Owner
Reminders

Wondering what to buy your dog for Christmas? 

A leash! 

Don’t let your dog be another statistic, leash up! 
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Connecting Communities Events Grant

The Department of Primary Industries and
Regions (PIRSA) is offering the Connecting
Communities Events Grant as part of the Family
and Business Support Program to support rural
communities in South Australia affected by
drought and other adversity. 

The aim of this program is to support gatherings
that encourage communities to come together,
share experiences, and reinforce the unity and
strength of rural areas.

Grants of up to $5,000 (GST exclusive) are
available to industry, community, not-for-profit,
local government and incorporated groups to host
events that foster social connections and provide
support during these times.

Eligible groups within South Australia include (but
are not limited to):

farmer groups, including Agricultural Bureau
branches and farming systems groups
industry organisations
community groups such as agricultural show
societies, progress associations, sports clubs,
service clubs
local government.

Applications close 5:00pm Monday 31 March
2025.

More information about the training and how to 
register can be found on the PIRSA website at 
pir.sa.gov.au/funding/connecting_communities_ev 
ents_grant 

Support is also available by calling 1300 931 314
or emailing PIRSA.Recovery@sa.gov.au.

PAGE | 13

On-Farm Drought Infrastructure Grants

The South Australian Government has announced
$5 million for on-farm drought infrastructure
grants to assist primary producers with preparing
for and managing drought conditions.

The program more specifically aims to assist
primary producers in implementing infrastructure
projects which assist in managing current drought
conditions and strengthen drought preparedness.

Eligible farmers will be able to apply for rebates
for on-farm improvements including water
infrastructure updates, water and fodder storage,
stock containment feeding, fencing to reduce
grazing pressure, grain and fodder storage, soil
moisture monitors, weather stations.

The Government of South Australia is offering a
rebate of up to 75% (to a maximum of $5,000, GST
exclusive). Eligible businesses must contribute at
least 25% of the total infrastructure cost.

More information about the training and how to 
register can be found on the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regions (PIRSA) website at 
https://www.pir.sa.gov.au/drought  

External Grant Funding, Programs & Training
Connecting Communities & On-Farm Drought Infrastructure
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